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2 ELA 5th grade PD @ FIS  
 
3  2nd grade science PD @ HESSC 
 ELA 6th grade PD @ FIS 
 Earth science Revisions @ HS 
  
4 1st Grade science @ HESSC 
 

8 Biology science Revisions @ HS 

 

10 CASL Training, Cohort 4 @ WISD 

 

11 4th grade science @ PDC 

 Reading Support Meeting 

 12:30-3:30 @ HESSC 

 

16 CASL Training, Cohort 3 @ WISD 

 

17 Elementary Principals @ LESA 

 

18 Curriculum Ad Staff 9:30-11:30 @ PDC 

 

23 Geometry Math PD @ HS 

 

25 District Leadership Team meeting 

 4:30-6:00 @ PDC 

 Grade Level SRI Expectations/Window 

3rd Grade Spring Only (May 1st- June 1st) 

  

4th Grade 

Fall (September 1st-October 1st), Winter 

(January 1st –February 1st), and Spring 

(May 1st- June 1st) 

  

5th Grade 

Fall (September 1st-October 1st), Winter 

(January 1st –February 1st), and Spring 

(May 1st- June 1st) 

  

6th Grade 

Fall (September 1st-October 1st), Winter 

(January 1st –February 1st), and Spring 

(May 1st- June 1st) 

7th Grade 
Fall (September 1st-October 1st) and 

Spring (May 1st- June 1st) 

8th Grade 
Fall (September 1st-October 1st) and 

Spring (May 1st- June 1st) 

9th Grade Spring Only (May 1st- June 1st) 

10th Grade Spring Only (May 1st- June 1st) 

11th Grade Spring Only (May 1st- June 1st) 

READING 

SUPPORT 

MEETINGS 

2018-19 

 

9/13,10/11,11/8, 
1/17, 2/21, 3/21 

4/25, 5/30 

12:30-3:30pm 
at the HESSC 
in the Special 

Ed. Conference 
Room 
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Hartland Consolidated Schools MSTEP / MME / SAT Results 
by Dave Minsker 

 

 Hartland Schools continues to perform well compared to the rest of the county and 

state in the MSTEP, MME, and SAT assessments.  I want to thank all of our teachers, support 

staff and administration for working extremely hard to support our students, and continuing 

to focus on student improvement and achievement.  2018 M-Step, MME, and SAT scores were 

well above the state and county averages in every testing category.  Just as impressive,  

Hartland Schools grew at a greater rate than the state in over half of the testing areas,  

essentially widening the gap.  Even though there is still more to be done and more room to 

grow, it was a great showing for Hartland Schools.  The scores are growing due to better  

curriculum alignment across buildings and grade levels, better instruction in our classrooms, 

improved intervention systems for all students, and a better collaborative culture. The sky is 

the limit and there is no telling how much we can achieve as we work together. Nice job  

everyone! 

 

HCS 

County 

State 

3rd Math 

66% 

59% 

46% 

3rd ELA 

67% 

58% 

44% 

4th Math 

64% 

57% 

42% 

4th ELA 

65% 

58% 

45% 

 

 

HCS 

County 

State 

5th Math 

51% 

50% 

34% 

5th ELA 

67% 

58% 

47% 

5th SS 

40% 

26% 

18% 

6th Math 

56% 

50% 

35% 

6th ELA 

63% 

53% 

41% 

 

HCS 

County 

State 

7th Math 

51% 

44% 

36% 

7th ELA 

59% 

50% 

43% 

8th Math 

62% 

42% 

33% 

8th ELA 

64% 

55% 

43% 

8th SS 

54% 

38% 

29% 

 

HCS 

County 

State 

11th SS 

66% 

56% 

49% 

SAT Ave 

1082 

1040 

1000 

SAT ELA 

75% 

68% 

58% 

SAT Math 

56% 

45% 

37% 
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by Superintendent Chuck Hughes 

 In August, the HCS Administrators all attended a professional  

learning event at Eastern Michigan University to listen to authors John Hattie 

(Visible Learning) and Jenni Donohoo (Collective Efficacy, How Educator’s 

Beliefs Impact Student Learning).  At this event, we received a copy of 

Donohoo’s book, Collective Efficacy, which our JK-6 principals will use as a 

book study during their principal leadership work this year involving the  

Essential Practices in Early Elementary Literacy.   

 

 As an instructional leader with a vision of HCS being a “great” school 

district (opening day breakfast speech), I read and made notes to myself about this book.  The  

author points out that when teachers share the belief that together they make a clear difference in 

student learning, then belief “outranks every other factor in regard to impacting student  

achievement including socioeconomic status, prior achievement, home environment, and  

parental involvement.”  John Hattie has determined that teacher collective efficacy has the  

highest potential for this to occur based on his work with meta-analysis.  Hattie attached an  

effect size of 1.57 to teacher collective efficacy (0.4 or better is considered a strategy that might 

be worth pursuing), which is three times higher than socioeconomic status, and two times higher 

than prior achievement in the success of children.  In nonprofessional terms, this equates to the 

ability of school cultures to embrace the learning of all children.   

 

 “In schools where teachers feel that together they make a difference, teachers put forth 

greater effort, try new approaches, convey high expectations, foster learning autonomy, decrease 

disruptive behaviors, increase commitment, and enhance parent Involvement”, states Donohoo.  

The author goes on to say, “the research shows that in these school cultures, pessimism is  

reduced and teachers move away from creating excuses for student failure while not engaging in 

denial of responsibility for all students.” 

   

 When I think about our Framework for Highly Effective Teaching, I think about our work 

around Instructional Consultation Teams, Literacy Blocks, Classroom Assessment for Student 

Learning, Social Emotional Education, and how we work hard to tap into our experts (teachers and 

support staff) to align curriculum and intervention.  This PD event and book helps me to put into 

perspective all of the great things that we are doing.  What I am most proud of is the leadership 

capacity that we are building within our teachers, and how valuable it is to our “thoughtful and 

deliberate” approach toward moving closer to “GREAT.”  I will continue to challenge our district 

on the issue.   

 

 As I continued to read, I noted a recurring theme throughout the book regarding building a 

culture around collective efficacy.  The theme supports continuously setting “measurable and  

appropriately challenging school goals to help educators achieve purposeful results.”  If you read 

my September book review, you will know that the purpose of collaboration is results. Together 

we can be GREAT! 

Weakness of attitude becomes  

weakness of character. ~ Albert Einstein 

Courage doesn't always roar. Sometimes courage is the little 

voice at the end of the day that says I'll try again  

tomorrow.   ~ Mary Anne Radmacher 

To know what is right and not do it is the worst  

cowardice.  ~ Confucius 

Yesterday I dared to struggle. Today I dare 
to win.    ~ Bernadette Devlin  
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Math 
by: Annette Macfarlane 

 As I visit math classrooms, I am witnessing a merger of common core standards being 

taught in a workshop model.  During an early release Friday PD, Creekside sat down by grade 

level to scaffold what it looks like to connect Engage New York lessons with the math workshop 

model in their classes.  You will notice each grade looks a little different, but they have kept 

some key points in mind. The key points below can be used in any content and grade.   

What is your objective? 

  Key points: Take the common core standard and break it down for understanding.  

Come up with a game plan and communicate the target/game plan to your students.  Students 

need to know what you want them to learn and why it is important. 

Use the Instructional Framework. 

Key points: I Do, We Do, You Do Together, and You Do On Own 

Connecting Common Core Standards and the Math 

Remember the math workshop model is only referring to the structure of the lesson.   

 Key points: Mini lessons, turn and talk to your neighbor, small groups, conferring,  

conclusions, and exit tickets or some form of formative assessment.  
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Math (cont.) 

Common Assessment Updates 
 

K-4 Updates 
 

Kindergarten through fourth grade teachers, a quick reminder that  K- 4 reps met in May 
to make some changes to the assessments.  Please remember to take a look at the  

assessments before you give them since they may have changed. 
 

High School Updates 
 

Algebra I and Algebra II submitted new common assessments at the end of last school 
year.  We have entered Units 1 through 3. Each unit has two versions of the test, grid-in  

response questions to help prepare students for the SAT, standards attached to each 
question, and questions categorized to specified CASL groups.   

 
 

When you enter into Illuminate, on the main tile page, the 2018-19 CA ID’s tile (see image  
below) will help you find the ID number of any assessment you are looking for.  

This makes searching in the View Assessments tile much easier.  
Troubleshooting: If you still are having trouble with finding the assessment you 

need, clear all search filters and search by the ID number.  
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by Monique Alberts 

Goodbye September, hello October!  The school year is off and running at lightning 
speed.  I have had the pleasure of working with over 50 teachers, and it is only the first 
month!  It has been so enjoyable heading into this year with the feeling that we can pick up 
where we left off with learning.  So many great things are happening in K-12 across our 
district. I have been part of intervention block conversations, small group work, phonics 
learning, and new teacher PD, to name a few.  Starting in October, I plan to bring back 
morning BYOCs (Bring Your Own Coffee), as well as after school learning opportunities. 
For this work, I am always open to suggestions of topics/learning, so please do not hesitate 
to ask.  I am only a phone call or email away, so please do not hesitate to reach 
out...looking forward to working with all of you soon! Happy Fall! 

All pacing guides are up to date and are located on the 
shared drive.  Here is how to find them… 

Quotes to 
learn by…  

Please register all your reading, writing, and phonics units on 

the Heinemann website to have access to all online resources. 

Directions  to register units can be found inside the books. 
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Early Readers:  Check out the literary nonfiction series called “Disgusting  
critters” by Elise Gravel.  This series provides facts about a critter in a fun story 
like way. Great for our 1st-3rd grade readers who love nonfiction.   

Upper Elementary Readers:  
 
Check out the book “Front Desk” by Kelly 
Yang.  In this book, Mia Tang, has  
immigrated to America in hopes of a  
better life.  However, her days are spent 
running the front desk of a motel that her  
parents manage.  Mia helps to keep her  
parents secret of hiding other  
immigrants, and dreams to someday be a 
writer, but can she survive this year??   

Middle School/High School Readers: 
 
 Check out “Refugee” by Alan Gratz.  This book 
follows 3 different kids who all share the common 
goal of escaping.  They are all in search of  
refuge, but at different points in history. The  
ending of this book leaves you speechless! 
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      Literacy Tip #999, 999, 999: 

 

  Different types of small groups are endless. Small group work 
does not just need to be guided reading or strategy groups. You 

can have small groups for goal setting, progression, book club, revision, editing, word study, 
assessment, interactive writing, and shared reading...just to name a few. The key to powerful 
small group work is knowing your why (purpose), being engaging, and 
setting a quick pace for learning to happen. Challenging work is  
engaging work. This is the year of the small group. I would love to come 
in to your classrooms and support you in this work. Small group work is 
crucial to meeting the needs of your readers and writers!   

Off the Chart: 

The new phonics units are off and running in 
many of our Kindergarten and 1st grade  
classrooms.  I have heard lots of great things 
from teachers about this work. It is engaging 
and interactive, and has so many of the  
missing pieces we were looking for in a  
phonics program for our district.  
 
Here is a suggested way to plan for the  
phonics lessons, keeping prep time to a  
minimum.  As you continue to work, please 
invite me in. I am excited about this work, and 
would love to be a part of it! 
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Michele Astalos 
Data Tech 

Stacie Motz 
Data Tech 

David Allward 
Computer Tech 

Collin Corrion 
Computer Tech 

 Glynn McHugh 
Network Administrator 

Amanda Wright 

Grants Facilitator/Tech 

Scott Usher 
Director of Technology 

Dave Larson 
Network Engineer 

Karen Wilson 
Student Services Asst. 

Jen Grabowski 
Help Desk 

Checking Your Student Passwords for MiStar,  
Computer or Email 

 
     The most CURRENT and UP TO DATE location to find passwords for students will be in  
MiStar.  New students will no longer appear on the Student Passwords Google Sheet. 
 
      In the evening after a child is registered in MiStar, a process runs which automatically creates 
that child’s computer login and password here at Hartland schools.  Later that evening, another  
process runs that takes any new students who had a computer login created, and a Google account 
is created for them. All these, of course, have the same UserID’s and Passwords.  Tech is not  
notified when these accounts are created so there is no way for us to add UserID’s and Passwords to 
the Google spreadsheet in an efficient manner. 
 
       If you have a new student in your classroom, and that child does not know his or her UserID and  
password, please look up that student’s UserID and Password in MiStar.  If you need assistance  
doing that, please have a look at our Tech Help Website, on the tutorials page (see link below). 
 

https://sites.google.com/hartlandschools.us/hartlandtech/tutorials 

Shutting Down Your Computers EACH Night 

 
     Many of you have been experiencing issues with your 
SMART Boards not responding to touch.  We have been 
called to classrooms because the pen tray has had a red 
light or green blinking light present instead of a solid green 
light.  When asked if the computer was shut down the  
previous night, we are receiving answers of “no”.  
 
     Windows 10 is notorious for working better with  
frequent reboots.  USB ports shut down and stop  
responding if Windows 10 is not restarted.  PLEASE  
shutdown your computers each night. Almost every teacher 
in the district now has a solid state hard drive and the  
computers start up very quickly now.  Restarting will promote 
operating system health, reduce computer issues, and is 
what we are all supposed to be doing each night to help  
conserve energy anyway. 

https://sites.google.com/hartlandschools.us/hartlandtech/tutorials

